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Prepared for: Nevada County Broadcasters, Inc.

I am a Graduate Engineer, an employee in the firm of Carl T. Jones Corporation

with offices located in Springfield, Virginia. My education and experience are a matter of

record with the Federal Communications Commission.

This office has been authorized by Nevada County Broadcasters, Inc. ("Nevada

County"), licensee of KNCO(FM), Grass Valley, California, to prepare this statement as

technical support to its Reply to Opposition to an Application for Review concerning the

Federal Communications Commission Allocations Branch ("Allocations Branch") final

decision in MM Docket No. 90-189. By Memorandum Opinion and Order, adopted

October 27, 1999 and released November 5, 1999, in which the Allocations Branch

reversed its original arrangement of allotments specified in the First Report and Order in

MM Docket No. 90-189. 1 Specifically, this material responds to the technical issues

raised (and ignored) in the Gold Country Communications, Inc., Opposition to the Nevada

County Application for Review ("Gold Country Opposition") .
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1 The First Report and Order was adopted september 1, 1995 and released September 12, 1995 _
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Rather than address the technical issues raised in the Nevada County Application

for Review, Gold Country simply submitted a Longley-Rice interference study.

Unfortunately, Gold Country failed to provide quantitative results of its new interference

study. No affected population and/or area numbers are contained in the Engineering

Exhibit associated with the Gold Country Opposition ("Gold Country Engineering Exhibit").

The introduction of the Longley-Rice propagation model to predict interference for the

instant radio path, is an admission by Gold Country that the intervening terrain does

indeed have an effect on predicting interference between would-be cochannel stations

KFRC-FM, San Francisco, California, and KNGT(FM), Jackson, California. This is

because the Longley-Rice prediction method is commonly used as an alternate prediction

method when terrain roughness considerations invalidate the FCC's propagation curves.

Nevada County reiterates its original contention that the mountains between the two sites

would have the effect of lessening or possibly eliminating the predicted interference area

to KNGT on Channel 259A from cochannel, superpower, Class B station KFRC-FM.

The Gold Country Engineering Exhibit also contained a graph (Figure 7)

representing the predicted KFRC-FM field strength at the Jackson reference site. In

explaining the Figure, the Gold Country Engineering Exhibit, Page 3, contains the

statement, "The figure further shows that the signal strength levels of KFRC-FM within

portions of the KNGT(FM) service area would be of sufficient strength to cause

objectionable interference". Absent a representation of the desired field strength, a
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graphical representation of the predicted undesired field strength has no meaning in

predicting objectionable interference.

Moreover, the Gold Country Opposition again ignores the distinction between

"overlap" and "interference". Not only does Gold County ignore the interference study (and

arguments) contained in the Nevada County Application for Review, but the Gold Country

Opposition also ignores the interference study contained in its own Engineering Exhibit.

The Gold Country Engineering Exhibit contains maps which clearly demonstrate that the

interference area in question is less than the contour overlap area which was incorrectly

categorized (by Gold Country and the Allocations Branch) as interference. This is

precisely Nevada County's technical argument. Rather than use the interference study

contained in its own Engineering Exhibit, Gold Country continues to carry forth the

erroneous interference area (11,000 square kilometers) and population (25,000 people)

figures. 2

Nevada County reiterates it original findings that the predicted interference area

(321 km2
) and affected population (4,324 persons) are much less than represented by

Gold Country and the Allocations Branch.

Finally, Gold Country was also silent regarding Nevada County's cites of past FCC

decisions detailing allotments of new channels to communities where much more

significant amounts of prohibited overlap received were predicted to occur.

2 see Gold Country Opposition at paragraph 10.
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This statement has been prepared by me or under my direct supervision and is

believed to be true and correct.

DATED: January 31,2000 tIJ~__
>


